“Modi Govt’s transparent mining
policy yielding results Sal

B Staff Reporter

NARENDRA Modi Government has
introduced auction system for mines
and ended the era of corruption,

- favouritism-and nepotism in mining -

and morescientific, eco-friendly min-
ing can boost the national economy,
improve the growth trajectory and
bring prosperity, said Union Minister
of State for Steel and Mines Vishnu
Deo Sai.

Speakingto selectgroup ofreporters
on Sunday during his visit to city, Sai
stated initiatives like District Mineral
Foundation, a representative body at
district-level can undertake develop-
mental works in mine infested areas
through Prime Minister KhanijKshetra

Union Mlmster of State for Steel and Mlnes Vishnu Deo Sai interacting with
mediapersons while top officials of PSUs look on.

Kalyan Yojana. Presently Rs 550 crore
have been collected by DMFs and if
the mining activity achieves its full
potential asum of Rs 6,000 croreevery
year can be generated, he stated. This
fund can redress grievances of proj-

ect affected persons-mostly tribal-
and used for their progress.

Mines Minister also stated that
MECL has been appointed as nodal
agency of National Mineral

(Contd on page 2)




Moaz 5ovt’s transparent mining...

Exploration Trust set up pursuant to amendment in MMDR Act
and a corpus of Rs 200 crore has been created. He also urged
State Governments to start using provisions of amended MMDR
Act pertaining to curbing illegal mining to set deterrent exam-
ples. The Centre has initiated an ambitious project with the help
of Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space Aspplications and Geo
Informatics and National remote Sensing Centre to superimpose
mining GPS enabled boundaries of mining leases on digitized
cadastral maps to undertake periodic monltorlng using satellite
imagery.

Sai highlighted another major initiative of digitizing 6,000
exploration reports of GSI and putting it in public domain to
. facilitate exploration by the private sector using digitized geo-
logical reports. The Union MoS for Steel and Mines stated that
mining sector has potential to boost GDP growth and mineral
exploration initiatives can be owned by state governments as
more exploration can lead to more mining, which can result in
employmentgeneration and economic growth. Ministry of Mines
has signed MOU with ISRO for use of space technologies in
mining sector and states must take advantage of this opportu-
nity, he stated.

The States mustmake efforts to ensure that miningleases grant-
edbefore MMDR Amendment, get Forestand Environment clear-
‘ ances by January 2017 deadline to prevent lapsing of leases, he
| stated. He informed that National Mineral Exploration Policy is
| likely to be notified in next couple of months. He shared details
ofinitiatives taken by the Central Government to facilitate explo-
ration and mining in the country.

About crisis faced by steel industry, the Union MoS for Steel
stated that Government had imposed anti-dumping duty to pre-
vent influx of cheap steel from China. However, due to global
slump, the sector is passing through a rough phase, he stated
while listing several initiatives to provide respite to steel sector.

CMD of MOIL GP Kundargi, CMD and MECL Dr Gopal Dhawan,
IBM Controller General RK Sinha and top officials of MOIL, MECL,’
IBM and GSI were present.
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